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Growing
a nest egg
YOUR MONEY, 12A

Neglected dogs’
owner went
bankrupt in ’06

Dearborn—Work crews contin-
ued Sunday to clean the Dearborn
homewhere authorities found 110
neglected Chihuahuas and the bodies
of more than 150 dogs in freezers.
The home’s owner, Kenneth Lang Jr.,
filed for bankruptcy three years ago,
listing $73,663 in debts and assets
including three dogs.

METRO,3A

Key Democrat says GOP
votes needed on health care

Washington—The
chairman of the Senate
Budget Committee,
Kent Conrad, D-N.D.,
said Sunday that Senate
Democrats don’t have
the votes to pass a
health care package by
themselves.

NATION
&WORLD,8A

Mich. growers, distributors
try home delivery

Busy lifestyles and the popularity
of organic and locally grown produce

are fueling the rise
of home delivery by
Michigan farmers
and distributors.

The Layman family of Niles, farmers
since the 1820s, began delivery in
2004. “Each year, demand has ex-
ceeded expectations,” Stephanie
Layman said.

STORY, 10A

Council to discuss police
monitor’s resignation

Detroit City Council members
plan to talk in private today about
the departure of Sheryl L. Robinson
Wood, the court-appointed federal
monitor for the city’s Police Depart-
ment whomet personally with ex-
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick.

METRO,3A

Detroit News endorses 9
for city charter commission

The Newsmakes its recommenda-
tions for the Aug. 4 primary that will
narrow the list of candidates for the
city charter commission.

EDITORIAL, 13A

Wyandotte — Two years after
Jeanette Cowiemoved into an as-
sisted living facility and gave her
30-year-old granddaughter con-
trol of her finances, the 78-year-
old foundher bank account near-
ly emptied and her rent unpaid
for months.

Family members suspect the
granddaughter. She was the only
one with access to Cowie’s money.
“We trustedher.Wehadno reason
not to,” saidTerriCowie,daughter-
in-law to Jeanette Cowie.

Hundreds of seniors acrossMi-
chiganhave similarly fallenvictim
to financial crimes.Thenumberof
suspected cases of financial ex-
ploitation of seniors investigated
by Adult Protective Services has
nearly quadrupled since 2000, to-
taling 1,316 in 2008, according to
the Michigan Department of Hu-
man Services.

And as Michigan continues to
sink into an economic chasm, se-
nior citizens are a prime target for
such abuse, social service workers
say. Legal advocates say stronger
protections are needed, ones that
goevenfurtherthanthelegislative
package proposed by state House
Democrats lastmonth.

“Weneedtogetuptospeedand
protect the persons that are the
most vulnerable victims that we
have,” said TomWenzell, principal
prosecuting attorney for elder
abuse inWayneCounty. InCowie’s
case, the granddaughter stopped
answering calls and then moved,
family members said. She did not
return calls from The Detroit
News for comment.

Whenpeople hear about finan-
cial abuse, many think of phony
investment schemes or Internet
scams.

But attorneys say just as com-
mon are instances of exploitation
perpetrated by a loved one or
friend.

Thoseoffenses include swiping
checks, stealing savings, and even
defraudingseniorsof theirhomes.

“When there’s financial exploi-
tation, the threeusual suspectsare
— in this order — family, caretak-
ers and new best friends,”Wenzell
said.

Financial abuse of elderly
rises as economy sinks

BYCATHERINEJUN
TheDetroitNews

Please see Elder abuse, Page 6A

Advocates say
stronger laws
needed inMich.
to protect assets
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Detroit — Amid the vast, neatly mowed
lawn of Balduck Park on the east side, six
baseball diamonds are filled with boys and
girls wearing bright, impeccably laundered
uniforms. As they play six games simultane-
ously, dozens of parents lounge on lawn
chairs.

On weekends, especially, grills crackle
with flames and sizzle under cooking ham-
burgers, hot dogs and ribs.

“C’mon, T.J.!” one mother, Kathy Dixon,
shouts to a batter. “That’s way over your
head!Wait till hebrings it down!Don’t swing
at it, up there!”

Norman Rockwell could have painted a
similar scene. But it is unusual inDetroit and
across America for city kids, andmostly Afri-
can-Americans, to play baseball — let alone
on fields and with equipment that approxi-
mate little leagues in suburbia.

Eagle Sports Club fields the second-larg-
est little league in America’s poorest city,
with675boysandgirls playingbaseball. Sup-
ported now by local businesses and institu-
tions, it was initially financed and nurtured
byDoug Kempton. His experience running a
chain of Kinko’s shops in the city persuaded
Kempton that if city kids had the same op-

Lucas Craft, 10 of Eastpointe, left, is congratulated by teammate Abdul Ware, 10, of Detroit after hitting a home run.
Photos by Elizabeth Conley / The Detroit News

LITTLE LEAGUE’S REBIRTH IN DETROIT

BY GREGG KRUPA
The Detroit News

Doug
Kempton,
founder of
the Eagle

Sports Club,
prays with
Katherine
Dixon of
Detroit.

Diamondin the rough

MOREONLINE:SEEAVIDEOONTHE
EAGLESPORTSCLUBAT

DETNEWS.COM/MORESPORTS Please see Eagle Sports, Page 11A

Lansing—Children would be
among the hardest hit by budget
cuts to early childhood programs
that are proposed to close Michi-
gan’s yawning deficit.

The cuts, more drastic in the
Senate thanwhat the governor or
House have suggested, could
have long-term effects on child
health and educational develop-
ment. Studies have shown that
children who get early instruc-
tiondobetter later in school. And
advocacy groups say that with a

badeconomyandwidespread job
losses pinching more family in-
comes, it’smore critical than ever
to provide help for youngsters.

On thechoppingblock ismon-
ey for the Great Start School
Readiness program, which
helped prepare Brandon Berres
of Novi for kindergarten this fall.
He’s among 1,300 kids in Oak-
land County, 11,000 in Wayne
County and 700 in Macomb who
participate.

“Brandon really needed it,”
said hismother, Teresa, 34, of the
preschool program he attended

for three hours a day, four days a
week from October through
June. “Hewassocially shy, andwe
needed to break him of that be-
fore he started kindergarten.”

Four-year-old Brandon would
not have been able to attend pre-
school this year without going
through Great Start, Berres said,
because money was tight after
her husband, Scott, 37, was out of
work for 13 months after being
laid off from his job with an auto
parts manufacturer.

Christian
Ramos and
Kimberly
Maldonado
enjoy a
preschool
program in
Pontiac. Some
say such
activities are
key to later
learning.

Todd McInturf
The Detroit News

Deficit fight may hit preschool programs hardest
BY KAREN BOUFFARD

Detroit News Lansing Bureau

Please see Preschool, Page 6A

As the economy tightens, Michigan’s
agricultural producers have sought
new ways to connect with consumers.

Todd McInturf / The Detroit News
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TIGERS MISS CHANCE
TO SWEEP WHITE SOX
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portunityhe enjoyedgrowingup,
their lives would be different. Ea-
gleSportsClubalsogives thechil-
dren help with reading and
schoolwork, and instills life skills
and Christianity.

With some support from Ma-
jor League Baseball, the players
union and the Detroit Tigers, Ea-
gle Sports Club could contribute
to a rebirth of baseball in the city
as baseball seeks to address the
issue of plummeting participa-
tion by African-Americans in the
Major Leagues.

“While Iwasdoing theKinko’s
thing, I had great young people
working for me,” Kempton said.
“But someof themcouldnotget it
done because they had not been
given the same skills, and it really
touchedmy heart.

“Through just prayer and ask-
ing God, ‘What is it you want me
to do about what I am seeing
here?’ it started with the idea of
spending some time with these
kids and building into them,” he
said.

A decade later, the kids say
they feel the love, and love the
game.

“Well, I just like the sport,”
said Brian Lucas, 10, of the Sea
Dogs team. “I like hitting the ball.
I like fielding.When Ihit a fly ball
and it goes past the outfielders, I
feel good about myself because I

knowI triedmybest.EvenwhenI
strike out, I know I tried my har-
dest.”

A parent, Carlos Lyon Sr., says
the difference Eagle Sports Club
makes is in developing young
people.

“They do a lot to prepare kids
for life,” Lyon said. “How to act.
Howtobehave.Myson,CarlosJr.,
likes the emphasis on discipline
and life skills.”

When it came time to name
the nonprofit entity that came

from Kempton’s inspiration, he
said that someone suggested
something from the Bible —
Isaiah, specifically: “But they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not faint.”

Eagle Sports Club began with
about 60 kids playing soccer.
Kempton and volunteers, includ-
ing parents, mowed the lawn at
Balduck Park. They prayed with
the kids before each game and
helped the youngsters read.

Then came flag football; then
baseball.

Meanwhile, Balduck Park
looked forlorn, like many of the
municipal fields around the city,
with grass growing thick over the

dirt infields.
“A lot of the baseball dia-

monds had trees on them that
were about 5or 6 inches around,
so they probably had not been
played on in 10 or 15 years,”
Kempton said.

As he ran out of what he could
afford to spend from his savings,
fundraising began, Kempton
said. Grace Community Church,
where he became a pastor, St.
John’s Hospital, Great Lakes
Woodworking and Majestic Cap-
ital contributed. Then, the Com-
munity Foundation of Southeast-
ern Michigan provided money
for the tutoring.

Major League Baseball and
the MLB Players Association,
through their Baseball Tomor-
row Fund, and the Detroit Tigers
Foundation, which is part of
Ilitch Charities, chipped in.

“Baseball is a game that teach-
es a lot of things about teamwork,
integrity, courage, and that’s
something thatEagle Sportsdoes
for our community by educating
kids and showing them some-
thing outside of the traditional
game of basketball,” said Sam
Abrams of the Tigers.

Major League Baseball keeps
an eye on the progress.

“I was just there two months
ago, and the fields are all fin-
ished,” said Cathy Bradley, execu-
tive director of the Baseball To-
morrow Fund. “The money we
provide is generally for organiza-
tions to increase the number of
kids they serve.”

Facilitated by about 350 vol-
unteers, some 2,000 kids now
participate in the sport and edu-
cation programs, amid lots of at-
tention to their souls, provided
by the Eagle Sports Club. The an-
nual budget is $300,000, a sum
that Kempton and Terry Bren-
nan, thedirector of development,
consider comparatively modest.

Kempton and Brennan want
to replicate the Eagle Sports Club
program at Chandler Park, 2
miles west of Balduck, where
baseball diamondswere long ago
abandoned.

It would be another giant
stride toward a renaissance of
youth baseball in the city.

The availability does not
match the demand, contrary to
some skeptics who assert that
kids these days dislike the sport.

“You don’t have the opportu-
nities to play baseball likewehad
when we were coming up,” said
Nate Ford, who coaches a team
for Think Detroit PAL. “And, be-
lieve me, once they start playing,
the young guys like the game.
They really do.”

Another coach in the PAL,
Guadalupe “Lopi” Salazar, says
he must search for a suitable
practice field.

“We’re trying tomake sure the
kids, along with learning disci-
pline and the mechanics of the
game, develop a love of baseball,”
said Salazar, whose team is from
southwest Detroit. “The problem
is that, with our location in the
city, there arenot a lot of places to

practice.”
Kempton says that if he, his ti-

ny staff, hundreds of volunteers
and the benefactors can main-
tain theirmomentum, and if they
are joined by others, the chance
forkids toplaybaseball inDetroit
will expand.

“The kids still want to play,”
Kempton said. “The missing
piece is the economicpiece.What
fills the suburban leagues is that
the cost is passed on to the kids,
and there is a municipality that
can keep those fields up.”

Kempton and Brennan say it
costs Eagle Sports Club about
$160 per player to field the
leagues. The kids are charged
$40, and they make the rest up
through contributions, grants
and sponsorship.

On a recent weekday evening,
Kempton gathers with the Jaxx
and Sea Dogs at the center of one
of the six diamonds at Balduck
Park.

“Say it together!” Kempton
hollers. And, in unison, players,
coaches, Kempton and Brennan
shout: “Never argue! Never com-
plain! Nevermake excuses!”

“And how are you doing this
seasonwith never arguing, never
complaining and never making
excuses?” he bellows.

“Good!” they scream.
“OK, let’s pray!”
“Our Father,” they begin, led

by one of the youngplayers, “who
art in heaven. …”

gkrupa@detnews.com
(313) 222-2359

Eagle Sports
Continued from Page 1A

Jared Ingram, 11, of the Sea Dogs leads both teams in a prayer before
their game. The faith-based league was started by Doug Kempton.

Elizabeth Conley / The Detroit News

To learnmore…
About Eagle Sports Club, to contact

its officials, or to make arrangements
to volunteer, to sponsor a team or
contribute, go to www.eaglesport-
sclub.com, or call (313) 402-4575.

NEWS

FUNERALS/SERVICES TODAY

IN MEMORIAM

FUNERAL HOMES

I N R E M E M B R A N C E

www.wesleyberryflorist.net

METRO DETROIT
SAME DAY DELIVERY
Call today 24/7

800-628-9371

“We want to BEE your Florist”

West Bloomfield
6677 Orchard Lake
Just south of Maple Road

Canton
42531 Ford Road
Just west of Lilly Road

Commerce
2985 Haggerty Road

North of Ponitac Trail

Detroit Downtown
150 West Congress

Penobscot Building

Detroit Northwest
15305 Schoolcraft

2 blocks east of Greenfield

To recieve an e-mail
notification of our
Death Notices,

register for free at
detroitmedia.com/
deathnotices

Share
your memories.

Call 586-826-7171.
detroitmedia.com/deathnotices

“It is not the length of
life, but depth of life.”

~Ralph Waldo Emerson

ALSOBROOK, VIRGINIA 10 a.m. at St. Ra-
phael Catholic Church, 31530 Beechwood.

ANCTIL, DESNEIGES, MOTHER MARIE
10am at St. Alfred Catholic Church in Taylor.

BEYMA, STANLEY R. "RICHIE" 9:30am, St.
Blase Church, 12151 15 Mile (@ Maple Lane).

BLIND, VERA M. 11:30 a.m. Monday at St.
Joseph The Worker Church, 2163 N. Winn Rd.

BOHDE, JACQUELINE 10am Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church, 3700 Union Lake, Harrison Twp

BORKOWSKI, LEOCADIA "LEE" 9:30am, St.
Anastasia Church, 4571 John R, Troy, MI.

CHALK, MARJORIE A. 11 a.m. at Thayer-
Rock Fuenral Home, 33603 Grand River Ave.

DeFRAIN, FRANCES Mass at 11 a.m. at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church, Dearborn.

DIEHR, STEVEN 7 p.m at St. Germain Catho-
lic Church, 28301 Little Mack St, Clair Shores

DULSKI, LORRAINE 10:00 a.m. Holy Name
Church. 630 Harmon, Birmingham.

FRANCIES, CARLI A.E. 11am, St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Lake Orion.

GREENE-WIZE, ELIZABETH 10:00 a.m
.New Creation Church of the Apostolic Faith.

HORNIG, WILLIAM H 10:00 a.m. Our Lady
Of the Woods Catholic Church 21892 Gudith.

KEDDIE, NORMAN A. 10am Mass at St.
Clement Church, 25320 Van Dyke.

KENRICK, JAMES F. SR 9:30 a.m. Divine
Child Catholic Church 1055 N. Silvery Lane.

LaRIVIERE, RICHARD K. 1 p.m. at Howe-
Peterson Funeral Home, 22546 Michigan Ave.

LUTTENBERGER, JOSEPH 10:30 a.m. at St.
Philomena, 4281 Marseilles, Detroit.

MABARAK, ERNEST J. 11:00 a.m. St.
Maron Church,11466 Kercheval at St. Jean.

MAJCHER, DONALD MARTIN 5:00 p.m.
Nelson Funeral Home, Gaylord.

MIGAN, FRANK A. 10:00 a.m. SanFrancesco
Catholic Church 22870 S.Nunneley Road.

MONAHAN, THOMAS D. 10 a.m. at Our Lady
of La Salette Catholic Church, Berkley.

ONISKO, ERNEST J. 11 a.m. St. Elizabeth
Catholic Church.

RANKIN, KATHLEEN 10 a.m. at Holy Family
Church, 24505 Meadowbrook Rd., Novi.

SANCRICCA, ROMEO 11:30 a.m. at John N.
Santieu and Son Funeral Home, 1139 Inkster.

SARDO, RUTH ANN 11am, Harry J. Will
Funeral Home, 37000 Six Mile Rd., Livonia.

SHAHEEN, SISTER MARY JULIETTE 7:00
p.m. St. Clare Montefalco Catholic Church.

SHERMAN, NIMROD M. JR 11:00 a.m.
Clora Funeral Home, 5801 E. 7 Mile Road.

SMITH, PAUL "GENE" 10am, Harry J. Will
Funeral Home, 37000 Six Mile Rd., Livonia.

SNELL, MARY 11 a.m. at St. Hugo of the Hills
Church, 2215 Opdyke Rd., Bloomfield HIlls.

SWITAJ, CINDY SUE 12 Noon, Wujek-
Calcaterra & Sons, Inc., 36900 Scheonherr.

THEISEN, RICK W. 10:30 a.m. at Our Lady of
Good Counsel, 47650 North Territorial.

TROMBLEY, LOUIS E. 10am, St. Edmund
Catholic Church, Warren, MI.

VALESANO, SHIRLEY 10 a.m. at St. Isaac
Jogues, 21120 Madison, St. Clair Shores.

BENSON
STELLA July 25, 2009, age 82. Beloved
wife of the late John Wilfred Benson for 46
years. Loving mother of Tony (Karen
Buckley), Dino (Sandra), and Bill. Yiayia of
Sarah, Christianna, Jacquelyn, Kailyn, and
Katarina. Sister of Catherine (Chris)
Mugianis. Aunt of many nieces and
nephews. Visitation will be at the Harry J.
Will Funeral Home, 37000 Six Mile, Livo-
nia, MI 48152 on Monday, July 27, 2009,
5-9 p.m. with a 7 p.m. Trisagion. The Fu-
neral Service will be at the Nativity of the
Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church, 39851
Five Mile, Plymouth, MI 48170 on Tuesday
July 28. In state 9:30 a.m. until the service
at 10:30 a.m. Memorial donations may be
made in Stella’s name to the American
Cancer Society. Please leave the family a
message at

www.harryjwillfuneralhome.com.

CAMPBELL
ROBERT E. JR. October 11, 1929 - July
21, 2009. Bob, an educator for over 30
years in the Detroit Pubilc school system.
Northern High Alumni. Graduate from EMU
and Wayne State University. Also, a mem-
ber of Kappa Alpha Psi. An avid bridge
player, golf and fisherman. Wife of Reda
and daughter to Melissa. Viewing at O.H.
Pye III on July 27,2009 3 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Family hour July 28,2009 10:30 a.m. and
Funeral 11:00 a.m., Hartford Church.

CASSISI
ALBERTINE Age 80. July 26, 2009.
Beloved wife of John for 47 years. Loving
stepmother of Christine, John (Elaine), and
Dennis (Jane) Cassisi. Proud grandmother
of five and great-grandmother of five.
Dearest sister of Ronald, Clark (Jennie),
Gary (Carol) and the late Dwayne Cavalier.
Also survived by many loving nieces and
nephews. Visitation Tuesday 3-9 p.m. at
Wujek-Calcaterra & Sons, Inc. , 36900
Schoenherr at Metro Parkway (16 Mile).
Funeral Wednesday, in state 10:30 a.m. at
St. Michael Church, 40501 Hayes (btwn.
17 and 18 Mile Rds.) until time of Mass at
11 a.m. Share memories with the family at
their "On-Line Guest Book" at

WujekCalcaterra.com

CHASE
RONALD Age 66. Beloved husband of
Denice. Loving father of Douglas Chase
and Kathleen (Josh) Harville. Dear son of
Betty Robinson and the late Donald Chase.
Brother of Chuck (Mary) Chase, Don
Chase, Tom (Shannon) Chase, Kathy
(Terry) Dube and Tammy (Richard) Dudis,
also the late Donna and Johnny Chase.
Son-in-law of Dorothy Hanifan.
Predeceased by cat, "Kellory" who lived 18
years and was his buddy. He loved
bowling, the Denver Broncos and Notre
Dame football. Visitation will be held at the
S.K. Schultz Funeral Home , 43300
Garfield Rd., north of 19 Mile Rd., Monday
from 2:00 until 9:00 p.m. Funeral service
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. at the funeral home.
Memorial contributions to the National
Kidney Foundation or Michigan Humane
Society would be appreciated. Share your
special thoughts and memories at

www.SchultzFuneralHome.com

CRAN
JOAN M. Age 76 of Walled Lake formerly
of Redford and Royal Oak died July 25,
2009. Dear mother of Sherry Joris and
Kevin (Colleen) Cran. Loving grandmother
of Anthony (Erin) Elisa, Karl, Colin, Jennifer
(David), and Benjamin (Lindsey). Great-
grandmother of Catherine, Emily and Alex-
andrea. Dearest friend of Eileen Radtke.
Funeral from Lynch & Sons
Funeral Home , 340 Pontiac Trail, Walled
Lake (3 Blks. S. of Maple Rd.) Thursday
6 p.m. Friends may visit Thursday 3 p.m.
until time of Service and then following the
Service until 9 p.m. Memorials to St.
William Parish or the Disabled American
Veterans appreciated. Condolences at
www.LynchFAMILYFuneralDirectors.com

DENNIS
DONALD L. Age
77, went home to
be with the Lord on
July 25, 2009.
Beloved husband
of the late Bonnie
(nee Nowland).
Dear father of
LeRoy Dennis,
Maureen (Steve)
Poniewierski and
David (Pilar)
Dennis. Loving
grandfather of
Katelyn, Stephen
and Adriana
Poniewierski and
David and Brittany
Dennis. Dear

brother of Margaret (William) Withorn and
Marilyn (Dennis) Frantom. Brother-in-law of
Kevin and Lori Nowland and Linda Dennis.
Also surviving are many nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by
his son Donald Dale Dennis and brother
George Dennis. Visitation Tuesday 3-9
p.m. with Funeral Wednesday 11:00 a.m.,
at Hopcroft Funeral Home , 31145 John
R. Road, Madison Heights. Burial in White
Chapel Cemetery, Troy.

www.hopcroftfuneraldirectors.com

DONALDSON
ROBERT J. July 25, 2009. Age 63. Of Allen

Park, MI. Loving father of Kara
Donaldson. Former spouse of Karen
L. Donaldson. Dear brother of Jerry
(Anita) Donaldson, Joe (Loretta)

Donaldson, Daniel (Patti) Donaldson,
Catherine Donaldson and the late William
(Cathy) and the late Glenn (Betty)
Donaldson. Visitation Wednesday July 29,
2009 from 1-6 p.m. at Voran Funeral
Home, 5900 Allen Rd. (Allen Park Chapel).
Military honors service Wednesday 5:30
p.m. at the funeral home. Online guestbook
at www.voranfuneralhome.com

EMRICH
ELIZABETH July 25, 2009. Beloved wife of
the late Stephen. Loving mother of
Rudolph (Lorraine), Steven, Susanne
(Daniel) Smedley, James and John. Grand-
mother of Deborah, Rudy (Rita), Anthony,
Sarah Smedley, Christopher (Kelley)
Smedley and Melissa. Great-grandmother
of Samuel, Joshua and Tessa. Resting at
the L.J. Griffin Funeral Home , 7707
Middlebelt Rd. (at Ann Arbor Tr.) Monday
4-9 p.m. Rosary at 7 p.m. In state Tuesday
10:30 a.m. at St. Sabina Church, 25606
Ann Arbor Tr. (W. of Telegraph) until 11
a.m. Mass. Memorial contributions to An-
gela Hospice would be appreciated. Share
a "Memorial Tribute" with the family at

griffinfuneralhome.com

FENSOM
CHRISTOPHER July 26, 2009, age 68 of
Southgate, Beloved Husband of Evelyn
“Gail”. Dear father of Kathleen and Jerry
“Don” Bell. Loving son of Geraldine
Fensom. Dear brother of Marge Fensom,
Mary Knoerl and James Fensom. Visitation
Monday 3:30-9 p.m., services Tuesday 11
a.m. John Molnar Funeral Home , 14032
Northline, Southgate.

www.molnarfuneralhome.com

HOCHSTAFL
RETHA July 25, 2009. Age 95, of
Westland. Beloved mother of Terry (Linda)
Kelly and the late Kathleen (Bruce)
Williams, the late Patricia (Bill) Holloway
and the late Annie (David) Fraley. Also
survived by 14 grandchildren, many great-
grandchildren and several great-great-
grandchildren. Funeral Service Wednesday
1 p.m. at Vermeulen Funeral Home , 980
N. Newburgh Rd., Westland (btwn Ford
and Cherry Hill). Visitation Wednesday 10
a.m. until the Service. Memorials may be
made to Fair Haven Baptist Church, 34850
Marquette, Westland, MI 48185. To share a
memory, please visit

www.vermeulenfuneralhome.com

KEENAN
SEAN A. Age 42, July 25, 2009. Beloved
husband of Cynthia. Dear father of Hunter
and Connor. Son of Vicki Kazman. Brother
of Kevin (Sherri) Reiser and Cathy Rogers.
Also survived by Don and Diane Reiser.
Visitation Wednesday 2-9 p.m. with a 7
p.m. Rosary at the John N. Santeiu & Son
Funeral Home , 1139 Inkster (between
Ford and Cherry Hill). In state Thursday
9:30 a.m. at St. Linus Catholic Church,
25500 Hass (between Ford and Warren,
west of Gulley) until 10 a.m. Mass.

www.santeiufuneralhome.com

LARABELL
DONALD JAMES Age 60. July 25, 2009.
Dearest brother of Phyllis, Dave (Shelly),
Joyce, Sharron (Leonard), Chuck, Russell
(Kathy), Paul (Donna), Jim, Michael
(Brenda), Jerry (Sue), and Patricia (Dave).
Loving uncle of many nieces and nephews.
Memorial visitation Wednesday 10 a.m. un-
til time of Service 12 noon at the Leonard
A. Turowski and Son Funeral Home,
9300 Middlebelt Rd. (just S. of West Chica-
go Rd.), Livonia. Memorial contributions
may be made to The Salvation Army.

www.neely-turowski.com

McKAY
WALTER DOW
Walt passed away
peacefully in his
bed at Prestige
Way in Holt,
Michigan, on July
22, 2009. He was
95. Walt was born
in Alpena but was
raised, along with
his brother and
life-long friend,
Gordon (Pat), in
Detroit by their
parents, R.V. and
Minnie B. (Pillsbury)
McKay. Walt
graduated from
Cass Technical

High School in Detroit. Walt was a WW II
veteran, serving in the Army Air Corps in
Italy and being honorably discharged at the
war’s conclusion. He married his sweet-
heart, Evelyn Breest, when he returned
home. The couple settled into their home in
Detroit and raised four children while Walt
worked in the automotive industry, selling
heavy manufacturing equipment. Walt
loved and excelled at the game of golf and
was proud of the fact that he seldom had
out-of-pocket expenses playing the
game. He was always a Tigers fan and
occasionally a Lions fan. His sharp wit and
wry sense of humor leave great memories
for family and friends around Camp
Dearborn nights and numerous parties,
receptions and celebrations through the
years. Grandpa could always be counted
on to build a car wash from blocks or
accessories for a doll house. Walt was
predeceased by his wife, Evelyn, daughter,
Laura Ann, and son, Michael Allan. He
leaves behind his daughter, Sharon (Bill)
Maier, son, David (Terri) McKay, daughter
in law, Karen, five grandchildren; Wesley,
Elizabeth (Barry), Amy (Ian), Daniel and
Corey, and three great-grandchildren;
Conner, Jackson and Somer, with two
more on the way. Beneath the sometimes
gruff exterior was a sensitive, strong and
intelligent man who will be greatly missed
by all. A memorial gathering will take place
at Roger’s Roost, 33626 Schoenherr Rd.,
Sterling Heights, MI on Tuesday, July 28th,
from 3-8 p.m. The family asks that for
those wishing to contribute donations in
Walt’s memory they can be made to the
American Cancer Society. Arrangements
made through Chapel in the Pines
Funeral Home.

McROBB
ETHEL (MARCHAND) Age 86, of Royal
Oak, formerly of Madison Heights, died
July 25, 2009 at Beaumont Hospital, Royal
Oak. She was born October 12, 1922 in
Warren to Albert and Louise Palmer. Sur-
viving are her children, Nancy Ward of
Royal Oak, Ruthann Yarbrough of Orlando,
Florida, and Jack (Judy) McRobb of Royal
Oak; grandchildren, Shawn Smith, Thaila
Figa, Derek, Brenda, Alexander. and
Cassandra McRobb; and three great-
grandchildren, DJ and Matthew Figa and
Addison Smith. Her husband, Alex
McRobb, died in 2003. Visitation Today 4-
8 p.m. and Tuesday 2-8 p.m. Service
Wednesday 11 a.m. at the Kinsey-Garrett
Funeral Home, 420 S. Lafayette, Royal
Oak. Burial, White Chapel Cemetery. Me-
morials suggested to the Michigan
Humane Society or American Heart
Association. www.kinsey-garrett.com.

NILAN
JAMES T. July 25, 2009. Age 81 of Hobe
Sound, Florida, formerly of Northville. Be-
loved husband of the late Vivian. Dear
father of James, Helene (Chris) Mora,
Connie (Don) Mancini, Mary Ann (Tom)
Ogrodowski, and Kathleen (Bill) Tindall.
Grandfather of 14. Brother of Jack Lefler,
Helen Porter, Richard, Robert, and the late
William. He was a veteran in the U.S. Army.
Prayers Wednesday 9:15 a.m. at Harry J.
Will Funeral Home, 37000 Six Mile Rd., Li-
vonia. Funeral Mass 10 a.m. at St. Colette
Catholic Church, 17600 Newburgh, Livo-
nia. Visitation Tuesday 3-9 p.m. at the fu-
neral home with a Rosary at 7 p.m.

PARROTT
CASTON C.
"BUCK" July 26,
2009. Age 93.
Retired Detroit
Friefighter and
World War II Veter-
an. Husband of the
late Janina. Dear
father of Michael
(Lisa), Chris
(Kathy), Janina
Jacobs (Gary), and
Patrick (Faye).
Grandfather of
Joel, Lauren,
Jason, Shaun, and
Ryan. Great-
grandfather of
Isabela and Olivia.

Dear friend of Clara Warner. Taken care of
by Diamond and Odibo. Family will receive
friends Tuesday 2-8 p.m. with prayers and
stories of Remembrance at 7 p.m. at the
A.J. Desmond and Sons Funeral Home,
2600 Crooks Rd. (just S. of Big Beaver),
Troy. Funeral Mass Wednesday 10 a.m. at
St. Basil Catholic Church, 22860
Schroeder, Eastpointe. Visiting at church
begins 9:30 a.m. Interment Mt. Olivet
Cemetery. Memorials to the Capuchin
Monastery appreciated.

View obituary and share memories at
www.desmondfuneralhome.com.

RANDINITIS
ADELLA July 25,
2009, age 96.
Beloved wife of the
late Frank. Dear
mother of Frank Jr.
(Rose), Edward
(Georgia), and
Joseph (Christine).
Sister of Bernice
Magnuson, and
Helen Karvan. Dear
grandmother of
John, Katherine,
Mary Clark, Karen
and Joanne.
Prayers Tuesday
9:30 a.m. at the
Dearborn Chapel
of the Howe-

Peterson Funeral Home , 22546 Michigan
Ave. to Sacred Heart Church 10:00 a.m.
Visitation Monday 2-8 p.m. Rosary 7:00
p.m. In lieu of flowers memorials
suggested to Angela Hospice.

www.howe-peterson.com

REINHARDT
JACK E. July 25, 2009. Age 81. Former
husband of Esther. Beloved father of
Darlene Sisman (Joe), Denise Rothwell
(Larry), and the late Rick Reinhardt. Dear
grandfather of Eliece and Lawrence. Born
and raised in North Carolina. A proud
veteran of the U.S. Army who served his
country in the Korean War. Funeral
Services Tuesday 7 p.m. at Chas.
Verheyden Fuenral Home, Inc., 16300
Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe. Visitation 4-7
p.m. Tuesday. Interment Great Lakes
National Memorial Cemetery, Holly, MI.

SAROSIK
RITA L. (KAPTUR)
1919-2009. On July
23, 2009, Mom
completed her
journey on earth,
dying peacefully in
her sleep following
a short illness. Rita
was born on
December 29,
1919, to Marie and
Nicholas Kaptur in
Detroit Michigan.
She attended
Pershing High
School, and at the
age of 15, first met
Frank C. Sarosik. It
was love at first

sight for both of them. Frank returned
home that day and told his father, “I met
the girl that I am going to marry”. Ten years
later, on December 30th, 1944, Frank and
Rita were married in Detroit, Michigan.
Sadly, Dad preceded Mom in death in
2002. Rita’s claim to fame was her years of
employment as a “Cigarette Girl” at that
old Detroit Tigers’ Briggs Stadium, where
she was assigned to the VIP boxes and the
Tiger’s Dugout. She met many famous
people during those years, including all of
the Detroit Tigers and she came away with
a love of baseball that lasted for the rest of
her life. She was very aware of and espe-
cially happy that the Tiger’s are in first
place. Mom was the “Julia Child” of our
family. She ceaselessly talked about, tast-
ed, cooked and most especially shared
food with family, friends and neighbors.
Her big heart was always in her home and
with her family. She loved gardening, ce-
ramics, and decorating her home accord-
ing to the seasons. Rita had a generous
heart and an ability to make almost every-
one laugh. She will be missed and remem-
bered by everyone that knew her, but most
especially by her family. She was preceded
in death by her loving husband Frank, her
brothers Donald (Buddy), and Raymond
(Chubby). She is survived by her brother
Howard (Jimmy) and his wife Pat, her
brother Nicholas and his wife Betty, her
brother Kenny and his wife Rosemary, her
daughter Carol Lynn and her partner
Shelley, her son Roy Wayne and his wife
Judy, her grandson Tony and his wife
Corrie, as well as 5 granddaughters, many
nieces and nephews and many many
friends. A memorial service will be held in
Rita’s honor at the Village at Appledorn,
630 Hastings Street, Holland, Michigan, at
11 a.m. on Tuesday July 28, 2009. In lieu
of flowers, contributions may be made to
Hospice of Holland or to a food bank of
your choice in memory of Rita. An on-line
registry book is available at

www.lakeshorememorial.com

SCHWEBS
MARY MARGARET "PEGGY" Age 80,
July 24, 2009. Beloved wife of Ralph. Dear
mother of the late PFC William Joseph
Murphy. Sister of Cyril Yard. Visitation
Wednesday 1-9 p.m. with an evening
Rosary at the John N. Santeiu & Son
Funeral Home , 1139 Inkster Rd. (between
Ford and Cherry Hill). In state Thursday
9:30 a.m. until 10 a.m. Mass at Saint
Dunstan Catholic Church, 1515 Belton
(2 blocks west of Inkster, 2 blocks south of
Ford Rd.). Memorials suggested to Mercy
Hospice of Grayling, MI.

www.santeiufuneralhome.com

SHAHEEN
SISTER MARY
JULIETTE, SC., 84
years of age and a
member of the Sis-
ters of Charity of
Cincinnati, Ohio for
67 years, died at
Beaumont
Shorepointe Assist-
ed Living facility on
July 24th. Daughter
of the late John
and Emma
Shaheen, Sister
Juliette was the lov-
ing sister of Francis
Shaheen of Florida
and the late Rose
Schulman, Zina

Zakem, Joseph Shaheen, Albert Shaheen
and Edward Shaheen, and sister-in-law of
Dolores Shaheen, Mary Shaheen, Frances
Shaheen,Barbara Shaheen, and the late
Jim Zakem and Ben Schulman. Survived
by many devoted nieces and nephews,
Sister Mary Juliette’s ministry involvement
included the Palmer Clinic, The Triangle
Foundation, The AIDS Quilt NAMES Proj-
ect, private tutoring at Bishop Gallagher-
Trinity Catholic High School, counselor at
St. Joseph East and West Hospitals,
Mount Clemens. Sister taught locally at
Guardian Angels Catholic School. Memori-
al contributions may be made to the Sis-
ters of Charity, Mount Saint Joseph, Ohio.
45051. Visitation and viewing at St. Clare
Montefalco Catholic Church from 2:00
p.m.- 7 p.m. on Monday, July 27th. Funeral
Mass Immediately following at 7 p.m. Cre-
mation and burial in Mount Olivet Ceme-
tery. Arrangements by Chas. Verheyden
Funeral Home Inc. , of Grosse Pointe
(313) 881 - 8500.

SHOEMAKE
LOUISE Age 97 of Southfield. Loving
cousin of Velma Martin. Dear friend of
Constance and Frank Nuber. Louise was a
business teacher for many years with
Detroit Public Schools. Funeral Service
Wednesday at 11 a.m. at the R.G. & G.R.
Harris Funeral Home , 15451 Farmington
Rd., Livonia. Visitation Tuesday 3-8 p.m.
Please sign Louise’s online guest book at

www.rggrharris.com

SLAWINSKI
ANTONINA July 24, 2009. Age 86. Be-
loved wife of the late Boleslaw. Dear moth-
er of Richard (Mary), John (Kathleen), Bill
(Felicia), Lawrence (Betty) and Theresa
Brabant. Precious "Babcia" of 11 grand-
children and nine great grandchildren. Visi-
tation Tuesday 2-9 p.m. with a Rosary at 7
p.m. at the Wasik Funeral Home, Inc. ,
11470 Thirteen Mile Road (west of Hoover)
Warren. In state Wednesday 9:30 a.m. until
time of Funeral Mass 10 a.m. at St. Ladi-
slaus Church, 2730 Caniff (west of Jos.
Campau), Hamtramck. Interment Mt. Olivet
Cemetery. Expressions of sympathy may
be shared with the family at:

www.wasikfuneralhome.com

SZYMANSKI
HELEN (NEE
VIGNALI) Age 88,
July 25, 2009. Wife
of the late John B.
Loving mother of
Debra. Dear sister
of Ann Vignali,
Armeda (the late
John), Dee, and
Hazel (the late
Paul) Oades. Also
survived by many
loving nieces,
nephews and
friends. Family will
receive friends
Tuesday, 2-8 p.m.
at A.J. Desmond &
Sons Funeral

Home, 2600 Crooks Rd. (between Maple
and Big Beaver), with a Rosary at 7 p.m.
Prayers begin Wednesday 9:15 a.m. at
funeral home with procession to St.
Thomas More Church for Mass at 10 a.m.
Interment at Resurrection Cemetery.

View obituary and share memories at
www.DesmondFuneralHome.com

TAROCKOFF
WILLIAM Beloved husband of the late

Elsie Tarockoff. Father of Barbara
Tarockoff and Mark Tarockoff.
Devoted brother of Norman (Ferah)
Tarockoff. Dearest brother-in-law of

Milt (Hennie) Faye and Roz Tarockoff. Also
survived by many other loving family mem-
bers and friends. GRAVESIDE
SERVICES TUESDAY 1 P.M. AT THE
ADAT SHALOM MEMORIAL PARK
CEMETERY IN LIVONIA. ARRANGE -
MENTS BY THE DORFMAN CHAPEL,
(248) 406-6000, or visit

www.thedorfmanchapel.com.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
BRIAN T.

HINZMAN
March 16, 1981 - July 27, 2007

You will forever be in our hearts.
We love and miss you very much.

Love, Your Family & Friends

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
LOUISE J.

OSTROM
April 24, 1939—July 27, 2002

Dear Friend Weez,
An act of fate took you away seven years
ago today. You are still missed and in my

thoughts and prayers everyday.
Love, Gerry and your lovable Paisley

and Daisey Jo.

Howe-Peterson
www.howepeterson.com

1-313-561-1500
Dearborn, MI

Howe-Peterson
www.howepeterson.com

313-291-0900
Taylor, MI

Resurrection Funeral Home
www.mem.com

586-412-3000
CLINTON TOWNSHIP


